Dexamethasone effects on activation and proliferation of immune memory T cells.
Dose-dependent effects of dexamethasone on activation and proliferation of donor immune memory T cells (CD45RO(+)) were studied. Activation of memory T cells associated with IL-2 production and membrane expression of CD25 molecule was resistant to dexamethasone. Proliferative activity of memory T cells associated with membrane expression of CD71 molecule was highly sensitive to dexamethasone. Hence, glucocorticoid hormones can maintain the clonal balance in the lymphoid tissue without preventing realization of the immune memory mechanism.